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Event 3: Key Focus

• To expand English teachers’ repertoire of pedagogical knowledge to enhance 
secondary students’ listening skills development and their self-directed language 
learning capabilities through integrating the use of artificial intelligence (AI) in the 
secondary English classroom 



Brainstorming and Sharing

• How do you usually teach listening? How do your students usually practise listening?

• How have you equipped your students for self-directed listening?

• Have you demonstrated to or taught your students how AI can be integrated into self-
directed listening practice?



A Quick Recap



4As of Self-directed Learning

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/SDL/A_Guide_on_Self-directed_Learning_for_Secondary_Students_PDF.pdf

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/SDL/A_Guide_on_Self-directed_Learning_for_Secondary_Students_PDF.pdf


4-stage Model of Self-directed Learning

https://cd1.edb.hkedcity.net/cd/languagesupport/our_services/2_EngLangSupport_2223_221025.pdf

http:// 


4-Step Prompt Crafting Framework

Define the goal and 
persona

• What do I want to 
achieve, and who 
should the AI be?

Contextualise & 
constrain

• Who is this for? What 
is the scenario? What 
specific details, 
format and 
boundaries do I need?

Refine with examples 
(optional but powerful)

• Can I show the AI 
exactly what I want?

Iterate and interrogate

• How can I improve 
the result based on 
what I got?



Self-directed 
Listening Practice



HKDSE 2025 3A: Candidates’ Performance

Missing multi-part 
information

Difficulty 
identifying 

relationships in 
meaning

Inability to 
interpret precise 

phrases or 
nuanced meaning

Weak vocabulary 
recognition

Difficulty with 
paraphrasing or 

synonyms

Cognitive overload 
during extended 

listening



Resource Materials
Set 2



Pre-
listening

While-
listening

Post-
listening

Resource 
Materials Set 2



• By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

a) identify and explain what precise meaning means in listening tasks (e.g., qualifiers, 

contrasts, conditions, comparisons)

b) use strategies to improve answer precision

c) use text-based AI (e.g., DeepSeek) to generate precision-focused micro-listening 

tasks and receive feedback

d) set a SMART SDL listening goal for the next 2 weeks

Learning Objectives



Precise 
meaning 
(e.g., 
qualifiers, 
contrasts, 
conditions, 
comparisons)

Locating details which support the main ideas from different parts of a 
text

Identifying main ideas by using semantic and syntactic clues

Following the development of main ideas and make connections 
between them by using syntactic clues and knowledge of text structures

Deducing information and ideas by using semantic and syntactic clues

…



Lesson Overview

Stage 1:

Set purpose + diagnose 
(Aspirations)

Stage 2:

Teach strategies + AI 
literacy (Aptitude for 

Learning)

Stage 3:

Use AI to create 
targeted micro-practice 

(Acceleration)

Stage 4:

Application and 
reflection



If your students need 
some support on this…



Qualifier
Contrast / 
Opposition

Condition / 
Consequence

Similarity / 
Comparison

Number

• likely
• generally
• almost
• for the most part
• to a certain 

extent
• partly
• with some 

exceptions
• already

• however
• on the other 

hand
• conversely
• although
• alternatively
• instead

• if
• unless
• as long as
• otherwise
• only if
• in order to
• in that case

• similarly
• likewise
• compared to
• equally
• resembles
• in comparison
• just as

• a few
• several
• many
• a number of
• numerous



1. How would you adapt this set of Resource Materials (e.g., lesson objectives, level of scaffolding) to 

better suit the needs and level of your learners?

2. If you could swap one activity used in this lesson, what would you change it to and why? What would 

the new activity allow learners to do that the current one does not?

3. Can this lesson be executed without using AI? What are the benefits and drawbacks of using AI?

4. How do the activities in this set of Resource Materials help learners transfer the “precision-focused” 

listening skills to a different context?

5. The materials include a warning that AI may generate questions that do not perfectly match the 

transcript or invent details not present in the transcript. How would you handle this moment in class 

if a student notices AI has hallucinated?

6. The lesson is framed around EDB’s 4As SDL Framework (Aspirations, Aptitude, Acceleration, 

Application). Which “A” do you think is hardest to achieve in your context? Why?

Discussion



SDLL: With AI vs. Without AI
Stage AI-assisted SDLL Traditional SDLL

1. Diagnose Teacher uses AI-generated precision items
Teacher uses pre-made precision items (like 
Attachment 1)

2. Teach strategies
Teacher plays AI-generated instructional 
videos introducing strategies

Teacher interacts with students and 
introduces strategies 

3. Micro-practice Students ask AI to generate tasks
Teacher provides pre-made precision task 
sets, or students create tasks for each other

4. Application Students use AI for feedback
Students peer-check or use answer key + 
transcript



You are an experienced ESL teacher creating an instructional video for Hong Kong 

secondary school students (Secondary 4 to Secondary 6) preparing for the HKDSE English 

Language Paper 3A (Listening Comprehension).

Video objective: To introduce students to practical strategies to listen for precise 

meaning, not just keywords. Focus on common listening errors where students miss 

qualifiers, contrast, conditions and comparatives.

Which is better?
Real teachers vs. AI-generated instructional videos?



Benefits and Drawbacks of AI Integration: Students

Benefits
• Support SDL (can practice independently, build autonomy)

• Instant, personalised feedback

• Unlimited practice generation

• Reduced anxiety about “wrong” answers as students can 
experiment and fail safely

• Develop critical AI literacy (e.g., what it does well, what it 
cannot do, how to verify its output)

Drawbacks
• AI hallucination/errors

• Students may not develop their own error-checking skills, 
but over-rely on AI feedback

• Require AI literacy to use well: If students do not 
understand AI's limitations, they will trust it blindly

• Not all students have reliable access to AI tools

• AI tools can be used for off-task activities

• If students are working with AI, they may miss 
opportunities for peer feedback and collaborative learning

• Students may read AI feedback without truly engaging with 
it. Less metacognitive struggle = less deep learning



Benefits and Drawbacks of AI Integration: Teachers

Benefits
• Reduce prep time

• Reduce teacher burnout

• AI feedback logs can reveal patterns in what students miss

• Can support 30+ students without being overwhelmed by 
marking/feedback

• Not one-size-fits-all. Each student gets tasks matched to 
their specific weakness

Drawbacks
• Need to learn AI tools first (e.g., how to use AI, how to 

write effective prompts, how to troubleshoot errors)

• Cannot fully trust AI output

• Teaching students to use AI critically is different from 
traditional teaching

• Students might use AI to generate answers rather than 
actually listening → Harder to monitor

• Concerns about data privacy, AI bias, etc.



Benefits and Drawbacks of AI Integration: Lesson Design

Benefits
• Students can do a full SDL cycle (practice → feedback → 

reflection → goal-setting) in one/two lessons, not over 
weeks

• AI supports all four As: Aspirations (goal-setting), Aptitude 
(strategy teaching), Acceleration (instant practice), 
Application (independent use)

• Students can generate exam-style precision questions on-
demand, not just use textbook materials

Drawbacks
• The lesson may become partly about "how to use AI" rather 

than purely about "how to listen precisely"

• If AI generates a bad question mid-lesson, it may disrupt 
the flow. Harder to fix than a pre-made task

• If AI access is removed or restricted, the lesson falls apart



Can AI be used to facilitate 
student reflection? If so, how?



Other AI Possibilities for 
SDL in Listening 
Comprehension







https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LPF/LPF_Poster%201_Listening_P2.pdf

Attainment milestones

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/LPF/LPF_Poster%201_Listening_P2.pdf


Outcome statements



Text-to-speech
Speech-to-text (i.e., 
transcription)

Interactive dialogue 
and conversation 
practice

Grading the audio 
input

Song generation Interactive games

Image generation Vocabulary building



1. Text-to-Speech
Paste a short article → listen at 1.0x → again at 0.8x/1.2x

After each speed: Write 1 gist sentence + 2 key details

Choose different accents (e.g., UK, US, Singapore)

Task: Note 3 differences in pronunciation you notice (e.g., vowels)

Do shadowing (listen 1 sentence → repeat immediately)

Task: Circle 3 words that were hard to shadow

Dictogloss: Listen to TTS once with screen off → Write key points (no full 
sentences) → Listen again and reconstruct a 50-word summary



2. Speech-to-Text

Listen to a short clip → generate a transcript → listen again
Task: Identify 3 words you only caught when the transcript becomes available

Listen to a short clip → dictate what you hear → compare with (AI-generated) captions/transcript
Task: Highlight any differences

Watch a short clip with captions off → write gist + 3 details → watch with captions on
Task: Notice if anything is inaccurate

Watch a short clip → generate a transcript → use AI to generate 5 comprehension questions based 
on the transcript
Task: Answer the questions without looking at the transcript



3. Interactive Dialogue and Conversation Practice

Role play scenario (e.g., restaurant, complaint call)
Task: Ask for repetition or clarification (e.g., “Sorry, did you say…?”)

Role play scenario: booking, event registration, job schedule, etc.

Task: Confirm 3 details (e.g., time, price, location, requirement, deadline)

Ask AI to intentionally include 2 confusing parts in a conversation (e.g., fast speech / idiom)

Task: Identify them and express in clearer English

Roleplay: AI gives information on a topic

Task: Take notes



4. Grading the Audio Input

Get transcript → ask AI to create a simplified/more 
advanced version → listen to the original version, then the 
simplified/more advanced version
Task: Identify 3 phrases that are different

Play a clip at 1.5x → take notes → then play the clip at 1.0x 
→ add more to the notes
Task: Compare the notes with the transcript

Refer to 
Event 2



5. Song Generation

Generate a song with clear vocals and full lyrics → ask AI to delete 10 key words (e.g., content words, numbers, 
connectors) to make a cloze → listen 2-3 times and fill the blanks without looking at the full lyrics
Task: Check using the original lyrics and underline misheard parts

Generate a song that tells a mini-story (problem → climax → resolution) → after first listen: write 1 gist 
sentence → after second listen: write 3 details → after third listen: write 1 inference (“The singer implies…”)

Generate a song that mixes past/present/future
Task: Listen and extract 10 verbs + label tense and time reference

Generate a song that includes reductions (e.g., “going to”, “want to”, “have to”)
Task: Identify where these reductions occur



6. Interactive Games

Essentially, any skills listed in 
the LPF / Curriculum Guide



1. How comfortable do you feel about introducing your students to AI-assisted self-directed language 

learning now?

2. What concerns or challenges might you anticipate when introducing your students to the activities 

and strategies discussed today?

3. If you were to implement one of the AI activities, what would “success” look like for your students?

4. What roles should teachers play when introducing students to AI-assisted self-directed listening 

practice?

5. Who else in your department might be interested in piloting the materials and activities discussed 

today?

6. What is one thing from today’s session that you would definitely use, and one thing you would need 

to modify for your context?

Reflection and Action Plan



• 4As of self-directed learning

• Different listening skills (LPF + Curriculum Guide)

• Different applications of AI for SDL listening practice

• More specific prompt →More useful output

• Useful AI vocabulary: HTML, Web Speech API

Summary



Thank you ☺


